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Children at Barnes & Noble bookstore in Westlake listen as author Julie Goulis reads her new book, "Something Shiny,

Something Round.”

Author illustrates perseverance

By MAIIY DAVIES
Stalf Weitar

Julie Goulis cams a livieg a8 0 copy
writer for & Cleveland mivertising ey,
g0 ane would think she could easily write a
children’s book.

Mot 5.

Gifven the vast number and wide variety
of claldren’s hooks availgble, one could as-
sume o professional writer wouldn®t have
uch wrouble getting published.

Wrong again.

Belng snubbed by a dozen publishers

didn't stop Goulis and her co-workser Johin
Farguson, an artisy, from gcllll‘lb their books
into children’s hands,

Together they, with brad Hauber, who
Goulis married in September, formed their
own book company and began producing o
serics which go far has sold thousands of
copios ind 15 wvailalile is books(ares nation-
witde, A third book is in the works,

In *The Things A String Cun Be™ and the
newly relensad “Something Shiny, Some-
thing Round,” Goulis tries Lo kpu'r]-: simiple
nnaginative creativity in today’s electro-
nies-imdulged children.

By incorporating ordinary objects into

play, Goulis alse provides adults a tip
down memory lane,

*“Thie wheole congept 15 what people really
lowe,” she said It automustically brings
people back 1w their childhood,™

Cioulis, of Cleveland, and Ferguson, of
Morth Royalton, met on their first duy of
work for an-advertising company in March
2000, They have worked closely on job-re-
lated projects over since and begame gaod
friends,

In carly 2003, Ferpuson suggested 1o
Cioulis they write a ehildren's book. He said
e wis uulmprwss.d with the guality of
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books he'd been reading to his
preschool-aged son,

Goulis thought litthe of it un-
il visiting with Hnuber's young
nephew i Beston, She picked
up a few of ihe boys” books and
then spent the drive home think-
ing Ferguson's Idea wasn't so
far-fetched,

Cloulis; o journalism praduate
from Bowling Grreen State Uni-
versity, and Forguson, who mia-
Jored 1n fine fets at Youngstown
State’ University, spent count-
I&?ss lunch breaks and wex:ka;_t:s

Teing up tips on writing chil-
:Ir’\?!r’ll‘s bﬁgksm:nd !carning laws
and protocol of getting pub-
lished.

More than & year of research
and frequant revision of the
story and  ilustation  proved
toughizr than anticipated.

“It was hard,” Goulis said of
hor initial exporicnce as on an-
thar, “There were fimes when |
gt disr.'uura% and Jobn pot
discouraged, but Brad never gat
discouraged. He kept us going,”

The three were very happy
with “The Things A String Can
Be,” Cioulis =aid. They were
hopeful for success, but they
were not surprised by reicotion
letters from  every  publisher
they contacted.
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Julie Goulis signs a copy of her new book, “Something
Shiny, Somathing Round” for fans Amelia Barber, 3, and her

sister Olivia, 6.

“What you'll see in the put»
Tishing jndustry is that if you're
not a famous persan or pub-
lished before, they're not go].ng
to take o ga.mhh. on you,” Fer
guson said.

To release their first book,
Gioulis, Hauber and Ferguson
started  Bubblegum  Books in
2004,

Though it receives  many
manugeripts fiom espiring uu-
thors, the company is not yet
producing hooks other  than

those from Goulis und Fergu-
00,

Goulis ond Ferguson are en-
Joying their !u::fuf.!mc, Bath
snid they are flaneied by seco-
tades they receive from fans at
Ihesie 11ouk sipnings nnd on the
company's Web:site, www.bub-
blegumboeks.com.

“Pick |t up — it's something
different,” Goulis said, encour-
aging renders to try her books.
“Tt's [un. Kids lnve to hear it
ngain ond again.”'



