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Former Austintown man completes second book

By JL.T. Whitehouse
Town Criar
Everyvbody has thoughts and
{deas from time (o time, but on-
Iy a few ever act on them. For-
mer Austintown native John
Fergusnon is one of those fea
Ferguson, along with close

friends and coworkers Brad B

Hauber and Julie Goulis, came
up with an idea to write quality
children's books, It wasn't an
easy task and fook the trio down
a new road in business vemtures.

Ferguson was raised in
Austintown and attended
Austintown schoals. From an
carly age he developed a keen

interest in drawing.
“Ewver sincoe [ was B, [ loved to
draw” he said. “My mom

bought me a light box that |
lowved 1o use to trace comic book
characters.”

Ferguson would often draw
comic versions of himself and
wiuld place them imaginary ad-
VETTLeS

From that moment on, Fergu-
son's love for drawing grew At
Fitch High Schonl he took all the
art classes he could, He graduat-
ed in 1987 and went on to YSU
where he continued his career

with a bachelor's degree.

Hiz talent toak him to Cleve-
land whers he is the art director
fior a large advertising firm.

Last year he observed that
children are spending more and
maore time in tof the televi
sion and video game scrsens. He
felt children should be using
their imaginations and express-
ing themselves more through
creativity He also noticed a lack

in fine arts, graduating in 1991 of good children’s books.

Special 1o Town Crier
Former Austintown native, author John Ferguson will be signing
his new book at Bames and Nobles this weekend.

“1 came up with the idea to do
achildren's ook, ™ he said

Easier sald than done! Fergu-
son made some drawings of the
characters for his book and sent
his idea off to the few children's
book publishers that exist. He got
the same comment from all of
them. The idea was rejectad be-
Cause I= not a big name
or well establizhed. That would
be emough o make some throw
the hat in, but not Ferguson.

He teamed up with a cowaork-
er Julie Goulis, who handled the
text for the books. Belng in ad-
vertising, they knew what to do

mew releass will be available at
o nturnh;nld the Val
Ferguson to :
hymﬂamﬂaytﬂsi@ his at-

to get printed, they only needed  est

the right company They
brought in Brad Hauber and
made the decision toform their
own children's book labe] called
Bubblegum Books.

It was a success and Fergnuson
and Goulis were able to print,
market and sall their first chil-
dren’s adventure book called
“The Things a String Can Be”
The book involved a character
would progress stories

to making kids use their
Imagination. It even included a
fun things-to-do page near the
back that could be used by juve-
nile rmdnrs&ﬁt‘nnmﬁpmmm to
have some quality 'mthat

Nom, i
second called “Som
Shiny, Something Roumnd.” Thi

In the book, the main charae-
ter (Sam) finds an old hubcap
buried in the snow. As each page
furns, Sam and his friends let
their imaginations run wild as
to what it mﬂmrhadlinund

As for Ferguson, his
nation took him into the
of reality with a successful ven
ture in the world of publishing.
He said the hope is to someday
o full time,

“My evenitual poal is to go full
}]i:'-emaﬁldwm's I::éu}m.md |

ppy contented Ferguson.
“It makes me fiee] good and now
I am actually using my degres."”

For those who didn't make the

e willl e

mﬁﬂmﬂm 2102 N

Cortland Road in Niles firom 11
am. to 1 pum. this Satorday



